Onion Valley - High Sierra Camping/Hiking/Fishing

Leave San Diego June 20 at 8 AM, return San Diego June 24 at 6-8 PM.   

Location:

This will be a backpack trip to a high mountain pass on the east side of the Sierra.  The elevation of Kearsarge pass is 11,300' with surrounding mountain peaks at 13,000' so the scenery is spectacular.  June 20 is early in the season so the pass may still be partly covered with snow.  We'll camp at Flower at an elevation 10,500' which is about half way up the pass from the parking area at 9,200'. Temperatures will be in the 70's during the day and as low as 32 at night so we'll need warm sleeping bags.  We'll be hiking in so will need to bring minimal (light) gear.

Activities:

The first night June 20, we'll camp at a car campground in Onion Valley with running water, toilets, large-steel bear boxes, and picnic tables.  Saturday day we'll pack our gear and hike up to Flower Lake or Heart Lake where we'll setup camp.  That afternoon we can explore the lake, swim (note the water is 35˚ so swimming will be short), fish, and take local hikes.  Sunday we'll hike over the pass if the snow is not too deep and camp at Charlotte Lake.  This will be a difficult hike in the morning but downhill after that.  Monday we have the option of a day hike or a backpack hike back to Kearsarge lakes. Tuesday we will hike up the backside of Kearsarge Pass and back to the cars with arrival about noon.

Practical Issues:

We must be at the Inyo Wilderness by ~4 PM on June 20 to pick up the permit for the next day.  They will also rent us bear canisters, which are required. We have reservations for three campsites in the Onion Valley car camp area for the night of June 20.  In addition we have one campsite for all three nights for people who don't want to do primitive camping.  This will also be good in case one of the scouts or adults has a problem with the altitude and needs to go lower.  I'll make a list of required items.  We don't want to carry anything up the hill that won't be used. 

 It is 304 mi. from here to Independence, CA and then another 13 miles up the mountain.  With a lunch stop this will be about 6 hours and we need to be at the permit office before 5PM so if we leave by 9 AM (assemble at 8 AM) we’ll be ok.  The hike down the mountain from Matlock Lake to the cars in Onion Valley will take only about an hour so we'll probably be back in San Diego by 6 PM on June 24.

Trail Maps Attached

red – Saturday

green – Sunday
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People:

Simpson – 2 + maybe 2 from other troop

Leers – 2

Linehan – 1

Gonzales – 2

Skelton - 2

Sandwell – 2

Adventure scout 1 – forgot name

Maybe have 3 dinner groups so need three stoves

Sandwell – 1

Leers – 1

Simpson – 1

